
POLICY BRIEF
REMADYL project is being developed by a 15 multidisciplinary partners
consortium in which different companies and institutions are sharing their
expertise and knowledge to not only comply with the EU standards and
legislation but also to join efforts to develop advanced decontamination
processes.

The decontamination of plastics
containing hazardous substances
and promotion of the recycling of
materials derived from the REMADYL
process is at the core of our project. 
The main policy challenge is
balancing the requirements of the
circular economy and that of the
non-toxic environment. Very often
such wastes are disposed of by
incineration or landfilled, leading to
the loss of valuable materials for the
European circular economy, and at
the end the hazardous substances
can be released into the
environment. 

POLICY CHALLENGES

It is imperative to promote the
development of legislative
initiatives that could either create,
modify, or strengthen the recycling
processes that can remove the
legacy additives.   
The recommendations shall be
implemented in parallel with
campaigns increasing the public
awareness; where many EU-
funded projects target best
available and most environmentally
advantageous technologies for
identification of legacy
substances, decontamination,
recycling, and reuse of recycled
materials in new products. 

IMPROVEMENT AND PROMOTION OF DECONTAMINATION AND RECYCLING
PROCESSES TO REMOVE LEGACY SUBSTANCES 

We would like to stimulate more
uniform collection schemes
throughout Europe. This will
simplify the exchange of waste
between European countries and
its use in appropriate scaled-up
recycling facilities. This must be
accompanied by independent
research on BATs for recycling
that considers the whole picture
so that the most relevant
technologies are applied for the
benefits of the society. 

REMADYL project seeks the
removal of legacy substances from
old PVC. It will be important to
develop guidelines for the
adaptation of the REMADYL process
to other areas, so that the achieved
technological advancements could
be transposed to other plastics
facing the same legacy issues.

REMADYL OBJECTIVE
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REACH applies to all chemical substances and
mixtures, therefore, the regulation has an impact on
most companies across the European Union. In the
past, the chemical product and waste regulations had
been developed with the idea of a linear economy in
mind. 

These regulations need to be re-designed to match
the transition from linear to circular economy,
facilitating the use of appropriate decontamination
technologies to reach non-toxic material cycles in
future. 

REMADYL RESULTS FOR FURTHER SCENARIOS AND APPROACHES
 

REACH AND CIRCULAR ECONOMY
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The advances of the project so
far and the expectation that is
created from the technical point
of view provide elements for
further discussion on the
advancement of the legislative
landscape.

Our recommendation would be to
carefully analyse, at the end of
the project, the areas where the
REMADYL process could serve
as an example of responsible
waste handling though the
developed decontamination
processes. 

Future legislative initiatives shall
prevent the need for
decontamination processes of
wastes. Therefore, the continuous
stimulation of design for recycling
from the chemical perspective
considering end-of-life scenarios is
important and shall be taken into
consideration.

Funding of academic research on
new alternative additives to
replace harmful substances in
plastics shall also be within the EU
Commission’s scope, as well as
the support for creating EU-wide
standards on analysing wastes,
with the aim of identifying the
presence of classified substances.  

It is in the interest of the European
Circular Economy that we
decontaminate and recycle all
materials. REMADYL contributes
undoubtedly to a healthier
European environment, with clear
economic benefits for the society. 


